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President’s
Message

Warmest Welcome Airflowers!  

June, 2018 took us to Chico, California for the annual 
Airflow Club national meet. My congratulations to 
David Felderstein, Bruce Wallin, Phil Putnam, and John 
Boyd for such a successful and pleasant meet. The host 
hotel, Hotel Diamond, was a great place to stay, and 
the staff was very accommodating. The tours that were 
arranged were very interesting and gave the attending 
members a chance to visit and reconnect with each 
other. Camaraderie is a most important aspect of our 
club, and attending a gathering such as a national meet 
brings out the best of all of us. 

The car show consisted of 25 outstanding vehicles. The 
temperature was very warm on the day of the show, 
but that did not stop the local population from taking 
time to view the vehicles. These folks wanted to know 
about the vehicles on display and the history, to which 
the owners and members gladly responded. 

The awards dinner was prepared by the Hotel Diamond 
with a very delicious buffet. The awards were presented 
to the winners of each class by David Felderstein and 
Ron Robel, Chief Judge.  

At the general meeting I challenged each attending 
member to move forward deliberately to increase the 
membership in our club. Suggestions for this purpose 
were handed out along with the Tri-Fold “What is That” 
flyer. Our membership has declined in the last number 
of years. We need to stop this trend, and we can. Make 
your own resolve on how you can bring a new member 
to the club and then follow up on it.

Until next time,

Tom Prince

The AIRFLOW CLUB OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED 
is a non-profit organization founded in June 1962. The Club is 
dedicated to the preservation, restoration, exhibition, and use of 
Chrysler and DeSoto Airflow cars and Dodge Airflow trucks.

The AIRFLOW NEWSLETTER, published six times each year, 
is the official publication of the Airflow Club of America. The 
opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
Airflow Club of America’s official policy. All manuscripts, articles, 
letters and ads are subject to being edited. 

COPYRIGHT 2018
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Letters to the Editor

Airflow Cruise Set for March 2019 
Dear Frank,
A few weeks ago at our great 

national meet in Chico, California, 
there was a brief survey of interest in 
an Airflow Cruise. Plans have gelled for such an event: March 11-16, 2019, sailing from 
Port Canaveral, Florida, five nights to the Caribbean and Cozumel aboard the luxurious 
Norwegian Epic. 

A social and four lectures and discussions are planned on subjects related specifically to 
Airflow automobiles. They take place on sea days, so there’s no problem with touring the 
cruise ports we will visit. The cruise is compatible with the 2019 Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance, which takes place in the Jacksonville area March 8-10. 

I’ve e-mailed cruise announcements to all Club members for whom we have email 
addresses, and it’s described on the club website at www.airflowclub.com/events. I’ll be 
happy to provide further information to anyone interested if they contact me by letter, 
phone, or e-mail. My contact information is on page 2 and in the Membership Roster. We 
are asking for sign-ups with refundable deposit by November 1, 2018. 

~ John Boyd 
Lightfoot’s 50th Wedding Celebration 

Dear Frank,
On July 7, 2018, Adele and I attended the 50th Wedding anniversary celebration for Jim 

and Paula Lightfoot. As most of you know, this couple have been an instrumental part of the 
Airflow Club for many years. Jim has held many positions over a long period of time in our 
club. We enjoyed a buffet, music and dancing at this event. 

We had the pleasure of meeting some people that knew Jim and Paula over the years such as 
former colleagues, church members, choir members, neighbors and other close friends. The 
temperature of 106 degrees did not preclude a large turnout of people to pay their respects 
and join in the festivities. 

Beside myself and Adele, also present representing the Airflow Club were Jerry and Phyllis 
Allstott, and Gordie Chamberlin. A good time was had by all. 

From the Airflow Club we offer our sincere congratulations in reaching this milestone for 
such a fine couple.

~Tom Prince
Dear Editor,
My father bought a 1935 Chrysler C1 4-door in 1938. He drove it until 1955. At that time 

he sold it to the Sunflower Boatworks and Auto Museum in Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 
The Museum closed in the late 1970s when the owner died. The Airflow had a card in the 
windshield with my father’s name on it as the former owner. I would like to know if anyone 
in the Airflow Club knows of the car’s existence. I remember riding in the car as a child, and 
I have several photos of my dad with his Airflow. 

If anyone could help me locate my dad’s Airflow, I would be very grateful. 
~ Sincerely, Luke Lansbach, Traverse City, Michigan

Welcome 
New MemberS
Larry & Linda Birkhardt
548 Patina Court
Roseville, CA  95747
970-381-7051
lbirkhardt1@hotmail.com
1935 Chrysler C-1  4-door, 6601654 

Ronald Braziel and Delores Dean
1472 Hawthorne Avenue
Chico, CA 95926
530-342-1531,  cell: 530-513-3153
ronbraziel@gmail.com
No Car

Steve Lehl
P.O. Box 11
Bridal Veil, OR 97010
503-695-5238
udmay52@gmail.com
No Car 

Julie & J.F. “Brillo” Licari
5560 Aztec Drive
La Mesa, CA 91942
619-455-3314  (cell)
jmonicajam@gmail,com
No car 

Stewart & Kimberley Perry
21 Montgomery Avenue
Mount Waverly, Victoria, 3149
Australia
+61 434 677 434
stooy86@hotmail.com
No Car 

Charles & Ruth Stephenson
3122  49th Street
Des Moines, IA 50310-2660
515-276-7877
charlesj123@msn.com
No Car

Donald Trelstad
3892 NE Alameda
Portland, OR 97212
503-282-7007
No Car

How about a five-night luxury ocean cruise from Florida to 
the Bahamas and Mexico aboard the 5-star Norwegian 
Epic? Social hours, presentations, technical forums and 
discussions about Airflows will provide a fascinating 
backdrop for this lovely, sunny, winter vacation.  

Club sessions are scheduled for at-sea times. Expect 3-4 
sessions of about an hour each. 

Meals are as you arrange them. Join other Airflowers or 
slip away on your own. 

Norwegian Epic is a large, modern, cruise ship, built in 
2010 and refurbished in 2015. All outside staterooms 
feature balconies!  

Full day stops in Great Stirrup Cay (Norwegian Cruise 
Line’s private resort island) and in Cozumel, Mexico. 

You know you want to do this! If not now, when? Book 
the cruise right away to get the best cabins and rates. 
You can cancel until 120 days before sailing — that’s 
about the first week in November — if you change your 
mind. If not enough Airflowers sign up, you can cancel 
the cruise. Or go anyway!

HOW TO BOOK 
To get meeting space, we need to book as a group. 
Here’s how: 
1. Call or email John Boyd to say you are booking. 

We need to know you are coming to arrange for 
meeting spaces. (drjohn96@mac.com; 858 
997-7002) 

2. Then call Logan Thomas at Vacations To Go, 
1-800-338-4962 ext.7204. Ask for “Airflow Club 
FASTDEAL No. 36406”. 

2019 AIRFLOW 
CLUB CRUISE 
March 11-16, 2019

PROGRAM (preliminary) 

Sail away Airflow Club social 
Airflows and their history 
Airflow adventure reports 
Maintaining and restoring your Airflow 
Buying and selling Airflows

BONUS 
The Airflow Club Cruise immediately follows 

the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance. 
Attend the Concours through Sunday March 
10, then make your way to Port Canaveral  to 

board the Epic by 2 pm March 11.

ITINERARY 
(March 8-10: Amelia Island Concours) 
Mar 11 4:00 pm sail from Port Canaveral 
Mar 12  at sea 
Mar 13 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Cozumel 
Mar 14  at sea 
Mar 15  8 to 5,Great Stirrup Cay, Bahamas 
Mar 16  8:00 am Port Canaveral
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AUGUST 10 finds us going to Miramichi for a river cruise & a car show with lunch 
included. As we approached the show the engine stalled a few times. I suspected the air 
idle speed motor. Off I walk to their NAPA dealer. Nope, it’s not a stock part. They gave 
directions back to a Chrysler dealer. We pull up in front of the dealership where sales-
men swarm our Desoto & trailer. In the parts dept. I discover that the idle speed motor 
hardly failed. A service man now converted to a parts man asked if I was aware of the 
hole in the throttle body where one sprays mass air flow cleaner. I said no. Out he comes 
with his drill to remove the mini frost plug so I could adjust the idle speed as it is factory 
set. They would not take any payment. Try that with a newer vehicle. Back to Napa again 
to buy the spray. That cured the problem.

August 11 - Day 44 (the tour is ½ over) – We go to Shediac. Stop# 1 is the Napa 
dealer where the VSS sensor is waiting for us. Off we go to an evening car show next 
to the BIG lobster and the NAPA dealer. The owner offered to trade his 69, 340, 6 pack 
Dart for our Airflow. I told him it was Jean’s car so she & the trailer were part of the deal 
– OK he said. No it didn’t happen! He came to the campground on Saturday to inspect 
our group of cars. In the conversation I asked him what product would help seal the 
windshield. When I woke up Sunday morning there was a tube of sealant sitting on the 
running board. I offered to pay but he said “take care of my car”. Now that is east coast 
hospitality with a new friendship formed. The VSS was changed but still no speedometer 
or cruise. We had to use the GPS to monitor our speed.

AUGUST 12 – we are treated to a pancake breakfast. The local high school was feed-
ing us as a fund raiser. We then drive to one of the 7 Wonders of the World—Hopewell 
Rocks. In the Bay of Fundy the tide changes the highest in the world at 32 to 46 ft. Ev-
erybody is in ponchos as it is pouring rain. On the return trip we join another car show 
where lunch is again provided. 

AUGUST 13 – The sun is shining and we are headed to Prince Edward Island. As 
we were about to leave the campground, Dale & Betsy had their model A pickup truck 
under a cover with the rear end on jack stands. The rest of the coasters had left. As Betsy 
uses an electric wheelchair they needed help so we stayed with them. I helped Dale 
replace the axles that had new bearings pressed on. Dale has an electric gantry crane to 
put her wheelchair into the pickup box. They were a long way from their Prince George, 
B.C. home.

 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND AND NOVA SCOTIA
Crossing the new-to-us Confederation bridge on Aug. 13 we discover stoplights – 

WHY ? One only pays the toll when leaving the island. We are camping in Cavendish at 
Marco Polo where again after a supper of mussels & subs we put on another car show 
along with the PEI Antique Car Club for the locals.

AUGUST 14 – we had a choice of 2 tours. We chose the one to the western end of 
the province. I had asked our friend Myrna Macdonald to join us for the day. She became 
our personal guide. The 1st stop was MacAusland Woolen Mills, a 100 year old woolen 
blanket factory. The machinery was still driven by overhead flat belt line shafts. Off we 
headed for O’Leary home of the PEI Potato & Farm Machinery Museum. After lunch of 
potato soup we started to leave. Jean advised me of some children playing behind us. I 

Canadian Coasters 2017 Coast to Coast Tour   
by Norm Mulloy    part two
Editor’s Note:  check out the May/June 2018 newsletter for part one of this article, 
and Norm’s description of the modifications he made to his DeSoto SE. 

Top to bottom:  removing back bumper; coil # 3; ferry workers; 
Confederation bridge - note traffic light
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watched them in the passenger side mirror. I neglected to look in the drivers mirror. A 
noise is heard. The rear bumper slid around the guy wire. I drove ahead only to bend the 
bumper & break the left side tail light stanchion. That’s both broken on the tour. I was 
not a happy camper. This was only the 2nd time I made a duct tape repair. 

AUGUST 15 – It’s a free day so we visited Anne of Green Gables Nation Park. It was 
followed by Cow’s Factory ice cream. 

PEI is the birthplace of Canada. Its population is only 148,649. It has a colourful auto-
mobile history. Possibly the most intriguing & interesting part of our automobile history 
was when the automobile was banned from the roads of PEI, all 7 of them. Horses & 
people were scared of the automobiles & businessmen complained that farmers stayed 
home on market days. The clergy were concerned because people stayed home from 
church on Sunday for fear of meeting an automobile. It was referred to as Terror Wag-
ons, instruments of Death, & a fad that would never last. The fine for anyone caught 
driving a car was $500 or 6 months in jail. In 1913 the law was amended to allow cars on 
the roads but not Sundays or market days. These restrictions were in place until 1919 
when the automobile was granted the freedom of Island roads. 

AUGUST 16 – our tour stopped at Paderno cookware factory in Charlottetown 
where I swear Jean must have bought 100 pounds of pans. If that was not enough she 
had to go to their factory outlet sale. There goes the gas mileage! After weighing down 
the trailer it’s time to leave the island via the Confederation Bridge again. Now we had 
to pay. We are on our way to Nova Scotia. We head to Truro to camp. On the way we go 
through Springhill, the home of Ann Murray. The local fire dept. gave each of us a free 
bag of ice for our coolers. 

AUGUST 17 – just after leaving the campground we notice a bicycle posted on 
top of a hydro pole. Our campground is in Grand Pre. The next day just after leaving 
the campground, we visit the Grand Pre Historic Site. On the road again, we go for a 
short distance when the engine dies. Yes Jean was driving. Our good fortune gives us a 
laneway in front of an vineard to pull off the road. Coil # 3 was changed. The heat sink 
that I made didn’t help. Our next stop was Greenwood Aviation Museum where our 
cars were on display while we had lunch & toured the museum. I met a retired Chrysler 
mechanic who thought the coil failures were a result of a higher alternator charging 
voltage. We drove with our headlights on the rest of the way. Digby on the Bay of Fundy 
was our place to camp. It rained all weekend so laundry became essential. It too wet to 
see Annapolis Royal, so we drove into Digby for groceries. Just as we got off on the exit 
ramp to return the engine died again. In the rain I wired in coil # 4. This is ridiculous! 
This coil only lasted 2 days. Monday the 21st I wired the old coil back in place. It started! 
It’s still on the car today. Shortly thereafter, while doing regular maintenance I found 
the engine wiring harness ground wire going to the intake manifold mounting bolt was 
loose! I bought 4 coils just for a loose connection!!! Funny part was that immediately af-
ter changing the coil it would start. Rough roads were the cause of the poor connection.

AUGUST 20 – The Exhibition Grounds in Bridgewater was our campsite. After 
lunch we followed the La Havre River to a small cable drawn ferry to the other side. The 
workers directing the cars on & off were so interested in our Airflow that they held the 
ongoing cars until they inspected it thoroughly. Riverside Park was our next stop. There 
was another car show in the main shopping plaza.

AUGUST 21 – we drove through beautiful Mahone Bay which had only 1 gas station 
& construction. As we watch The Curse of Oak Island on TV & it was very close to Ma-
hone Bay so off we went. The 600 ft. causeway has to be Canada’s worst road but I didn’t 
care. Jean asked why I was smiling & not cursing the very rough road. I said it’s one more Top to bottom:   Canada’s worst road; entering the ferry to 

Newfoundland; 1-855-89-moose; Johnny’s weather forecasting 
rock
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item off my bucket list. The Island was closed for exploring due 
to filming but the Interpretive Center was open. Then we crossed 
the basin into Halifax. We wanted to see Pier 21 but we got there 
90 minutes too late. We spoke with a security guard where to eat. 
When his wife arrived they said “follow us”. They showed us an 
older family restaurant called the Esquire in Bedford just south 
of our campground. That’s Nova Scotia hospitality. The next day 
we were bused to Peggy’s Cove & Lunenburg. Supper was hosted 
by the Halifax Antique Car Club.

AUGUST 23 – the tour was to go to Antigonish but we de-
cided to go directly to N. Sidney as we had booked the short six 
hour ferry to Newfoundland for the next morning. On the top 
of Kelly’s Mountain with Jean driving she told me that she had 
no brakes. Try the trailer brakes. They aren’t stopping she said. 
I reached across her & activated the new style electrically acti-
vated parking brake called E-Stopp. They claim it will stop a car 
at 40kph. We were doing 70 kph! IT WORKED! Dot 5 brake fluid 
had leaked out of the system. I topped it up & off we went. That 
evening in the rain I changed the front brake pads but found no 
leaks.

AUGUST 24 – we headed to the ferry. NEWFOUNDLAND
We are now on the Gulf of St. Lawrence sailing to Newfound-

land and Labrador, the island that is our most easterly Province 
on the North Atlantic. The sunny six hour ferry crossing of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence was so smooth that my mug of coffee left 
on the trailer counter never spilled. After landing on the south-
west tip at Port aux Basque, we were back on the Trans Canada. 
Warning signs of night-time moose-vehicle accidents were fre-
quent. We found a campsite called Doyles where we were treated 
to Irish music & large mosquitoes. 

Prior to leaving the next morning I replaced the front pas-
senger inside brake pad with the thinnest one that was taken off 
earlier because the new pad caused the rotor to drag. That helped 
but it now pulled to the left on hard braking.

Our next stop was at Stephenville behind a fence on pavement 
so big we couldn’t see the end of it. What is this? Big crowds were 
here to welcome us. The Joe McNeil Antique Car Club treated all 
of us to lunch in the fanciest Canadian Legion we had ever seen 
(chandeliers!). That’s when we were told we were in the former 
Officer’s Mess of the Ernest Harmon/Stephenville USAFB, the 
largest American Air Force Base outside of Continental USA. 
The location had been chosen as it had the least number of fog 
hours on the eastern seaboard. Corner Brook was our campsite 
for the night. While backing out of a parking space at the gro-
cery store we heard a strange sound. We went 100 feet to another 
parking spot when the brake pedal went to the floor. Brake fluid 
covered the plaza pavement. The front stainless steel flex line 
broke off at the caliper. It is a special 30 degree single flare. NAPA 
or Canadian Tire does not have these. Luckily I brought a spare. 
It must have cracked, causing the brake fluid to escape from the 
master cylinder on Kelly’s Mountain, Nova Scotia. We were so 
blessed as this parking lot was the only flat space we had found in 
Cornerbrook, a town of steep narrow streets.

AUGUST 26 - we dropped our trailers in Deer Lake. Then we 
headed to Norris Point where the town hosted a reception for us. 
This is in Grosse Morne World Heritage Site. An afternoon boat 
ride from Rocky Harbour gave us a close up view of the majestic 
rock faces. A few American Eagles were spotted.T hat evening 
the Premier and his brother the Mayor welcomed us, town and 
coasters were all treated to free burgers.

AUGUST 27 - found us finally on flat roads with a stop at 
Botwood Heritage Park, a marine aviation center prior to WWII, 
while the Gander water airport was build on a lake that never 
freezes over. The Central Newfoundland Antique Car Club gave 
us a lunch. We joined them for a show ‘n shine. 

The Gander Community Center paved parking lot was our 
campsite for the night. Their version of a finger food reception 
was actually a full course buffet. The mayor welcomed us and 

Gambo car show sign Vernon Smith’s car collection - ‘33 Chrysler Jim Sauder’s ‘30 model A (Phil, this is for you )
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shared stories of September 11, 2001. The Town of Gander of 
10,000 citizens and nearby villages welcomed the 7,000 passen-
gers from over 100 countries began to descend in 38 wide-bod-
ied jets. The Tony Award winning musical Come From Away is 
based on this care they provided.

AUGUST 28 found us at The North Atlantic Aviation Muse-
um. Its display show Gander airport as the WWII North Ameri-
can departure point to Europe, and its 9-11 role. Close-by was 
the monuments of The Silent Witness a memorial to the Ameri-
can 101 Airborne crashed on Dec. 11, 1985. 

We were on the road again heading to Gambo with another 
show by the Smallwood Rollers Car Club. Again they sponsored 
our lunch of a ‘Newfoundland cold plate’. This is ham, turkey, 
dressing, and white, mustard and beet (pink) potato salad. We 
then travel to Clarenville to camp in their Events Center paved 
parking lot. Still not happy with the brakes, a few Coasters helped 
me bleed the brakes. Each caliper had 4 bleeder screws although 
only the top 2 are used. The diagnosis was that all was fine.

AUGUST 29 - we drove to Vernon’s Antique Toy Shop. 
There we saw the best of the best of antique cars. The local 
church provided lunch. This little community of Swift Current 
had neither a store nor a gas station. From there we travelled to 
Saint John’s. Just prior to there a gas stop was required. A small 
reservation advertised gas so off we went. The single pump was 
across the street from the variety store. Beside the pump was a 
weather forecasting rock. It was more accurate than any tv or 
radio personality.

Late afternoon we convoyed into St. Johns. Due to poor direc-
tions in our tour book we got lost & missed the dignitaries as the 
Provincial Parliament spoke to the group. 

AUGUST 30 – Jean & I drove across the city to get oil change 
#4. A baked cod dinner was sponsored by the Newfoundland An-
tique and Classic Car Club. This was followed by a Screach In 
Ceremony where to be a honorary Newfoundlander you must 
kiss a big, ugly frozen cod. YUK! Oh yes I had a screech drink of 

rum & diet Pepsi.
AUGUST 31 – we boarded a bus for a local tour of the city. 

Stops were made at Signal Hill, Petty Harbour & Cape Spear the 
most easterly place in North America. After a box lunch we left 
for Quidi Vidi Brewery, where I purchased their Iceberg Beer in 
its beautiful cobalt blue bottles. They claim the water comes from 
20,000 year old icebergs.

SEPT 1 – Our last day. Wwe departed for Cupids, the oldest 
continuous English Settlement in Canada, founded in 1810. First 
thing was to drive our front wheels into the Atlantic Ocean. As 
we backed up the boat ramp a plaque was handed to every ve-
hicle that completed the entire coast to coast tour. It stated “WE 
DID IT”. We spontaneously sang Oh Canada as we stood at the 
ocean edge. We left Cupids to go around the bay to the tiny fish-
ing village of Port de Grave for a crab leg dinner at our closing 
banquet. On the wall our Nfld Co-ordinators had brought the 
huge Canadian flag that had flown over Cupids for its 200 An-
niversary. It’s Canada’s 150th Birthday, we are a sea of red, it’s 
our last time together, and through smiles and tears we sing Oh 
Canada facing our flag. This was the only time in the over two 
months of touring that we were required to drive after dark. Not 
a relaxing end, at least two vehicles had total breakdowns, but we 
heard of no moose encounters.

This was the 50th anniversary of the first tour in 1967. That 
completes the tour.

SEPT. 2 – found us with no roads to travel on the tour, so 
the trailer brakes were adjusted for the trip home. Some of the 
Coasters decided to drive back across Newfoundland to take the 
same short ferry back to New Brunswick. I had had enough with 
the rough roads, and Jean was ready for less testing of the brake 
fixes. There were signs saying CAUTION POT HOLES AHEAD 
and they meant it! We opted to take the short drive to the long 16 
hour ferry. The next morning we went to one of the 2 Presbyte-
rian Churches in town, then reconnected the trailer and headed 
for home. ‘Marine Atlantic: There are no delays in ferry crossings 

 John & I adjusting trailer brakes Washing chassis/ free car wash Typical tourist on the ferry!
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at this time.’ Oh good. 
Maybe we should have been listening to the Weather Net-

work? The remnant’s of Hurricane Harvey were heading to the 
Maritimes. Oops

HEADING HOME
The pressure is over, we finished the tour on Friday night. 

All that is left is to drive back to our home in southern Ontar-
io. The next morning Sept. 02 my brother-in-law John Brown 
helped me adjust the trailer brakes. This came in very benefi-
cial as you will hear later. 

SEPT. 3 – we were on the road again except there was no 
tour book. After lunch we hooked up the trailer & headed to-
ward Argentia for the 16 hour ferry back to Nova Scotia. We 
found a campground just overlooking the ferry dock. There we 
met a fellow Coaster. This campground was operated by an or-
ganization of disabled adults. The new facilities were the best 
we found on Nfld. The showers were free and clean, the laun-
dry was new, clean and by donation!

SEPT. 4, LABOR DAY – we drove down the hill using the 
trailer brakes as well as the car brakes to the ferry. Just as we 
were to line up to get on the ferry the lane took us into a long 
building. A young lady told us that as tradition our rig was to 
be given a chassis wash. Newfoundland’s Dept. of Agriculture 
does not want any potential disease to leave the Island. I spot-
ted 2 ladies ahead with power washers. I said to the lady beside 
us that I would shut off the engine during the spray but it would 
take a while to restart. She clued in & hollered to the 2 ladies – 
DO THE WHOLE THING. I wanted a free car wash. Once we 
drove on to the ferry, Jean asked an attendant what to expect 
of the crossing. The bad news was that they were expecting 14 
metre waves. We missed the warning that the remains of Hur-
ricane Harold were coming. I fared OK, having a buffet supper 
& my last Iceberg beer but poor Jean didn’t have her sea legs. 
This crossing turned out to the worst of this year. 

SEPT 5 – We land on Cape Breton. Jean said it took two 
days back on land to feel better. For some reason the ‘34 would 
not start when it was our turn to leave the ferry. It had to have 
the battery boosted. I must have left the headlights on as we 
never had that problem again. We were dismayed to find that 
we still had poor brakes.

Avoiding the Trans Canada with its route up and down Kel-
ly’s Mountain, we headed to Fortress Louisburg. This was to be 
our last free National Park admission. We certainly have taken 
advantage of the Canada 150 Parks Canada treat. That evening 
our campsite was St. Peters Provincial Park in Cape Breton. To 
be on the safe side I checked the front brake pads. I discovered 
the passenger inner pistons were seized out. That explains why 

the car pulled to the left on hard braking.
The next morning we limped along to Antigonish N.B. We 

had had enough with the brakes. 
SEPT 7 – the first morning to sleep in since June 16. I called 

Paul Horton Street Rod parts & ordered a new caliper. They 
sent it overnight UPS. That meant we had to stay there three 
nights. That worked out perfectly as there were three other 
Coasters when we rolled in. It became a mini reunion with 
many memories recalled. 

SEPT 8 – the new caliper arrived in the afternoon. The next 
day I changed it & bled the brake line. That cured the severe 
pulling, however we discovered that after 10-15 minutes of 
driving, if you were to put the brakes on, the pedal would go to 
the floor. You could not stop. There was severe brake fade. The 
brake pedal was hard at the beginning but soon faded. Jean was 
wanted to flat bed the 34 & trailer back to Ontario but I said 
we would limp along. We had to rely on only the manual trail-
er brake to stop us slowly! Our greatest fear was to see brake 
lights ahead.

SEPT 9 – Out we went, heading towards Hawkshaw N.B.
SEPT 10 – off we go into Quebec. We had such a good time 

in Levi just south of Quebec City that we camped there again at 
the same KOA as before. 

The next morning I go to a high performance dealer to get 
header wrap. I had discovered the brake lines on the inside 
of the frame registered 350 degrees. I hoped by wrapping the 
brake line as it came through the frame would solve the prob-
lem. No. We drove through Quebec & crossed into Ontario. .

SEPT 12 – we limped home along busy multilane high-
ways. WE MADE IT HOME that evening. Wow. We crossed 
Canada twice.

I found out later that the brake fade was caused by the brake 
fluid overheating. The pulling of the trailer made the engine 
overheat, producing hotter exhaust gas. The through-the-

Our worst fear - brake lights
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frame brake fitting was too close to the exhaust header/collector 
junction. It even melted the outside covering of the ground cable 
that ran alongside of the muffler. My job this winter is to move 
the fitting further away from the exhaust & a total brake fluid 
change. After returning home, the ‘34 was driven for hours with 
no brake fade. I now realize the difficulties of pulling a trailer so 
many kilometers. I thought the Airflow was good to go but this 
trip brought out the bugs. There is a lot to be said for a manufac-
turer’s designed vehicle.

JEAN’S SUMMARY
• 88 days on the road
•  Gorgeous scenery, wonderful new roads, horrible pot-holed 

roads, roads being replaced, roads that guard rails were off. 
Great people. New friends.

•  40 degrees C (104° F) – hottest day on the road – Osoyoos BC 
– with mountains to climb, ‘Jean turn on the heater.’ Sure why 
not, I mean how much hotter can we get anyway?

• Number of days with non-functioning air conditioning – 80 
•  Earliest pull-out time start to make up time on way to BC –  

5 am 
•  Earliest tour pull-out time: to beat the heat climbing the 

mountains and vapour locks leaving Osoyoos – 6 am
•  Our most favourite time to pull-out: 11 am – anything earlier 

is TOUGH. This never happened. Average pull-out was  
probably 8.30 

• 73 gas stops
• 14 laundromats 
• 55 campgrounds
•  Nicest campground and laundromat, and despite being most 

expensive still had to pay extra for showers – Oceanside RV 
Resort Saanich, BC the night before joining tour.

• Repairs: 
- 7 air suspension lines
- Front brake pads changed
-  4 ignition coils (turned out to be a bad engine ground  

connection )
- 4 header bolts shaken off by rough roads
- Sway bar link bolt vibrated off
- Front passenger brake caliper replaced
- Stainless flexible brake line – blown and replaced
- Gas cap lost
- Trailer battery smashed and replaced
- 2 Tail light stanchions broken 
- High beam relay replaced after rain damage
-  Electronic speedometer / cruise control shorted out by 

blinding rain in Montreal
-  Trailer brake control wire harness dragged on ground, 

severing wires – replaced
- Rear vent window glass cracked
-  Air conditioning repaired prior to trip – not working when 

needed
- Many hours tightening nuts and bolts
- Replaced header to collector gaskets
- Number of part stores visited – too many to remember 
-  $ donated to part store budgets – $1270 + cost of foundry 

work to build aluminum and chrome taillight stanchions 
- 5 oil changes

•  Number of smart phones died – 2, Samsung S6 and a 60 day 
old Blackberry/Samsung Key One 

•  Number of photos lost due to BB manufactures defect – 900+ 

For more information go to 
www.canadiancoasters.ca 

for pictures, blogs and history of tours 

Battery ground cable heat damage THE END!
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C L U B  S T O R EC L U B  S T O R ETHE

ORDERING INFORMATION
Items guaranteed. Postage: 10 percent of total order for items 

shipped to US locations. International member’s orders must 
be paid in USA dollar funds with added money for postage. 

Checks must be drawn on a USA bank. Prices are always subject to 
change. Continuing stock of items not assured. Clearly print your 

order on plain paper and mail with check or money order, made to 
“The Airflow Club” to:

DENNIS PITCHFORD, TREASURER, ACA,
14947 LEIGH AVENUE • SAN JOSE, CA 95124-4524

ST ANDARDS OF CORRECTNESS MANUAL Restore your airflow 
to factory correct condition. Extremely useful to the airflow restorer. 
$15.00

AIR FLOW CLUB OF AMERICA NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE 
ON USB FLASH DRIVE. The current version includes all of the 
Newsletters from July 1962 through December 2014. Fully searchable 
by word or phrase, as described in the November 2008 Newsletter. 
Scanned versions of the Newsletters until 1999. Since then they have 
been created and archived digitally. $25 ea.

“TH E HISTORY OF THE AIRFLOW CAR” Reprint of the Howard 
Irwin feature from August 1977 “Scientific American.” An excellent 
piece. $4.

“CW  – THE QUINTESSENTIAL STREAMLINER” 17-page copy of 
November 1994 “NL” written by Bob Joynt and Beverly Rae Kimes. 
The story of Airflow Chrysler CW limousines. Read about these gi-
ant 146-1/2” wheelbase sedans. $4.

VID EO #1 First 3 titles are original 1930’s factory films. “Fashioned by 
Function” - factory promotional: “Trails of Triumph” Harry Hartz at 
Bonneville; “Safety With a Thrill” - 1934 Chicago World’s Fair; “Mem-
oirs of an Engineer” - Carl Breer’s Biography. “Airflow Development 
Pictures” from 1986 Chrysler Corp. slide set. 90 min. VHS or DVD 
only $20.

VID EO #2 “A Pictorial History on the Development of the Chrysler Air-
flow” made by William Z. Breer. 54 minutes. Made by William Breer 
for the 1996 Ft. Worth, TX National Meet. Record of Carl Breer’s 
work on Airflows. VHS or DVD only $20.

TEC HNICAL FLASH DRIVE USB drive containing revised and extend-
ed index of all newsletter tips and technical articles through 2017. 
Applicable to all 1934 to 1937 Airflow models. Bonus material: 2016 
club roster soft copy, a searchable version of the Parts and Service 
Providers handout, the Airflow Chrysler Body Service Manual, and 
the Standards of Correctness Requirements Report. Produced by Jon 
Clulow and John Boyd. $25.

HIS TORICAL CHRYSLER BULLETIN, OCTOBER 1963 This reprint 
is not 100% correct historically, but reflects Chrysler Corporation’s 
view of the Airflow as of the early 1960’s. $8.

193 4 CHRYSLER SHOP MANUAL 140+ pages. $30. This reprint is 
100% flawless in both photos and text. Tremendous reference!

BO DY MANUAL Exact reproduction of 1934 Chrysler Manual. Can be 
used for DeSoto, also. $20.

OW NER’S MANUALS These seven instruction books are exact repro-
ductions of originals: (1) 1934 DeSoto SE, 95 pages; (2) 1935 Chrysler 
C-1, 48 pages; (3) 1935 Chrysler C-2, 48 pages: (4) 1936 DeSoto S-2 
Manual with owner i.d. card and printed envelope; (5) 1936 Chrysler 
C-9 Manual; .(6) 1936 Chrysler C-10, 48 pages: (7) 1937 Chrysler 
C-17, 48 pages. $18 each.

AIR FLOW III DESOTO BROCHURE Over 40 photos in this 24 page, 
reprint of 7” x 9” sales brochure. $10.

193 6 DESOTO AIRFLOW OR AIR STREAM SPEEDOMETER 
GAUGE OR CLOCK FACES - $150 set.

RUBBER STAMP 1937 Chrysler Airflow C 17 4-dr sedan. $10.
NA ME BUTTON A must for all ACA gatherings. Features Club’s logo 

and your name. Furnish name as you want it on the finished button. 
$5.

AC A MYLAR DECALS Red, white, blue. One for window: one for bum-
per. 3” x 4”. $3 pair.

AC A METAL EMBLEM Club logo in full color on heavy aluminum. 3” x 
4-1/2”. Specify mounting tab “up” or “down”. Use on license plate. $8.

FIR EWALL PLATES For 1934 to 1942 models. Red for Chrysler or black 
for DeSoto. Specify color. $7.

HE ADLIGHT MOUNTING PADS Fits all Chrysler Airflow models. $32 
pair.

HE EL PADS For driver’s side carpeting. Used in Chrysler & DeSoto Air-
flows. Specify black or brown. $40.

FR ONT BUMPER METAL RINGS for 1935 and 1936 DeSoto and 1935 
through 1937 Chrysler Airflows. Made of stainless steel, they fit in the 
rubber O-rings that the Club Store also sells. The price for the metal 
rings is $65.00 a pair plus shipping. 

RU BBER BUMPER GROMMETS Fits behind the stainless rings on 
1935-1937 models. $25 pair.

PE DAL PADS Reproductions. Specify black or brown. For clutch and 
brake pedals. $20 pair.

GA S PEDAL Reproductions for Airflows & others. Black or brown. $25.
GE ARSHIFT BOOT Reproductions for Airflows & others. Black or 

brown. $25
CO WL VENT WEATHER STRIP Fits all Airflow DeSotos & Chryslers. 

$30 pair.
FR ONT DOOR VENT RUBBER SEALS Fits all 1935 to 1937 Airflows. 

Can modify to fit 1934. $125 pair.
FR ONT DOOR VENT RUBBER SEAL Fits all 1934 Airflows. $215 pair.
RE AR WINDOW RUBBER SEAL Fits windows above trunk on all 

Airflow models. $4 per foot.
OU TSIDE RUBBER WINDSHIELD FRAME SEALS For all Airflows. 

Enough to make one pair. With instructions. $50.
IN SIDE RUBBER WINDSHIELD FRAME SEALS Fits between the 

frame and the body ridge. Also used on doorsill plates. $4 per foot.
RE AR QUARTER VENT WINDOW RUBBERS Fits these 4-dr sedans 

Airflows only...CU, C-1, C-9, SE, SG, S-2. $160 pair.
“ANTI-RATTLE” WINDOW SNUBBERS $2.00 each
“AN TI-RATTLE” FENDER SKIRT GROMMETS Set of upper 4 pieces, 

$32, or lower 4 pieces $42.
“SE RVICE C INSTALLATION NOTES for FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

PHILCO RADIOS” 17 pages for all Airflow models 1934-1937. $7.
HO OD PROP SPRINGS for ‘35, ‘36, ‘37 Airflow Chryslers & ‘35, ‘36 

Airflow DeSotos. Specify right or left. $10 each.
HU BCAP SKINS for 1934-36 Airflow Chryslers and 1934-35 and 36 

DeSotos. These skins were produced in New Zealand by club member 
David Oliver. Skins are made of brass and properly chrome plated. The 
cost of each Chrysler and 1934-35 DeSoto hubcap skin is $135 and 
does not include shipping. Each 1936 DeSoto hubcap skin is $140.00. 
Shipping is billed when skins are shipped to you.

CH RYSLER FUEL PUMP HEAT SHIELD a new item for 2008. Sorry, no 
shields for DeSoto as yet. Each heat shield only $20.00.

AIR FLOW REPRODUCTION DECAL Warning decal for Aircleaner 
and Silencer. Decal #DD617 is for the ‘34 and ‘’35 Chrysler and ‘34 - 
‘36 DeSoto. Each decal: $6.50 plus 50¢ shipping.
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WA NTED: 1936 DeSoto S2 temperature gauge and flying 
lady. Steve McManus, PO Box 384, Berea, KY 40403. 
859.985.7044 (7/18)

FO R SALE: 1934-36 DeSoto and Chrysler 6 mod & main 
bearings. Call before you grind.  Steve McManus, PO 
Box 384, Berea, KY 40403. 859.985.7044 (7/18)

FO R SALE: 1934 Chrysler Airflow grill.  
Excellent condition. Chuck Schneider.  
248.821.0752. (7/18)

WA NTED: for 1935 Chrysler C1 Coupe: 
Dash mounted round instrument 
panel complete on the fuel and temp 
gauges only, a hood retaining latch, five 7 5/8” hubcaps. 
Roy Lassen. 29 Betty Dr., Santa Barbara CA 93105. 
805.569.7160 (7/18)

FO R SALE: Vintage 1935 Airflow 
pedal car (like the one shown). 
The car will be painted the color 
of your car or any other color 
you provide; comes with new 
wheels, tires, hubcaps, wind-
shield, headlights, bumper, 
custom manufactured padded 
seat in the correct airflow material with correct number of 
pleats, custom pin stripping and air brushing for the grill 
and pin stripping for the side of the car and wheels. $3,750. 
Call Terry Brinson, 530-965-5151, with questions and more 
pictures. (7/18) 

FO R SALE: 1935 DeSoto 
Airflow. This is the police 
version with driver side 
spotlight. Color black. 53,000 
miles. This car sat in the 
Albany Armory in New York 
for twenty years. Last driven 
two years ago. $45,000.00 or best offer. Contact Karen 
Andersson adkwildflower77@gmail.com.  P.O. Box 117, 
Indian Lake NY   12842. (5/18)  

FO R SALE: New reproduction 1936 DeSoto Airflow 
upholstery fabric. The last 10.5 yards of taupe Bedford 
Cord fabric as used on most S2s. Commissioned by ACA 
members; woven by SMS to match a swatch of original 
interior (code 343) seat material. $800. John Boyd (858) 
997-7002 (5/18)

FO R SALE: 1937 Airflow C-17. Completely restored. Won 
Junior Best of Show at Durango CO Airflow Meet in 
2010. Asking $45,000 or best offer. Retirement forces 
sale. Call Greg at 702-630-4363 or email gregmunsell@
earthlink.net (5/18) 

WA NTED: Anyone who got material from Phil for their 
interior and has any left I would be interested. I got the 
last of his and will be a few yards short for my C2. Also 
I am missing the rear quarter vent window frames and 
divider bars for my C1 coupe. Ed Klapstein. edmpk@
shaw.ca  (5/18) 

WA NTED: C-17: Front seat trim piece, drivers side. This 
is the piece that is usually wood grain painted and at-
taches along the side of the seat. James Zurek, 619-425-
1398, sartana@cox.net (3/18)

FO R SALE: Right headlight lens and 
both garnish moldings for 1934  
Chrysler CY Airflow. The moldings fit 
into an indentation in the lens like an 
inlay. $500 plus shipping. Mark Becker 
904-635-3548. (3/18)

FO R SALE: Automobile Quarterly books volume one num-
ber 1 through volume forty four number 1. Complete set, 
great shape $3000.00 plus postage. Dodge Airflow Truck 
models, various sizes and prices plus postage. Many little 
tech says booklets@ $2.00 Charles S Hill, 1411 Matthew 
Ct. Gardnerville NV 89460. 775-265-0548 (3/18)

FO R SALE: 1936 Chrysler 
Imperial Airflow, C-10 
Model, 40,700 actual 
miles, Beautiful Car, 
show or drive, many ex-
tra parts, selling due to death. Marshalltown, IA $50,000 
OBO 641-750-3090 ask for Bob (3/18)

Advertisements will run for TWO issues (four months). 
Please submit your ads or ad renewals thirty days before the first issue in which you wish the ad to appear. 
Submit all advertisements IN WRITING via mail or email to the Newsletter Editor, address on page two of each Newsletter. 

TELEPHONE SUBMITTALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.



Don’t miss the

Hershey Swap Meet 
October 3-6

and

Airflow Banquet
October 5

Registration Deadline Sept. 21

SEE INSERT Chico, California

September / October 2018 
Airflow Newsletter will feature the 

Big or Small    Airflows come in all sizes!


